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Lxxvi Pfalm 10, 11, 12. 


And I ſaid, Thi u my infirmity ; but I will 
remember the :years of the right hand Pd 
the moſt High. 

1 will remember the works of the Lord : 
ſurely I will remember thy wonders of 

* old, n 
I will meditate alſo of all thy works, and tak 


of thy doings, 


(FSR27 H E Plalmiſt, at the penning of this 
by [. & Plalm, was oppreſſed with very black 
Ry ES and deſponding Thoughts: The ſtate 
= of the Church ſeems to have been 
. very calamitous, they had been ſo long and fo 
grievouſly afflifted, that he began to queſtion, 
whether God would ever be merciful to them 
again: Will-rbe Lord caft off for ever : and will 
be be favourable no more ? Is bis mercy clean gone 
for ever * doth bis promiſe fail for evermore ? 
Hath God forgottews to be gracions ?. bath be in an- 
ger ſout” up bis tender mercies ? | : 
{62 B Bue 
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But in my Text he recolleQs himſelf, con- 
feſſes his Wickedneſs and Sin in giving the leaſt 
| c— to ch unworthy. Thoughts of 
God, as if- he could forget his Promiſe and Co- 
venant, which he had made to their Fathers A- 
#aham, Iſaac, and Facob, This is my infirmily ; 
want of Faith and Truſt: in God's Promiſes : 
and to cure this Difftidence, to revive his dying 
Hopes, and to confirm his Faith in God, he calls 
to: mind thoſe glorious Deliverances which God 
had wrought for his Church, and his People I/- 
rael in former Ages : I will remember the years of 
the right band of the mo$i High ; thoſe days when . 
God did fo viſibly deliver Iſrael with his own right 
hand ; as it follows 14, 15 Verſes, Thou art the 
God that doe$i wonders ; thou ha$t declared thy 
ſtrength among the people. Thou haft with thine 
arm redeemed thy people, the ſons of Jacob and 
Zoſeph. And. inſtances, in thoſe miraculous De- 
liverances in Ag ypt, the Red Sea, and the Wil- 
derneſs, as. a reaſon and; foundation. of a firm 
Faith/and; Truft.in God_ i all Ages; ;, theſe are. 
thoſe 'Works..of tbe, Lord., - and: Wanders, of , 
_ Old; which; he will remembers which be: will ; 
mediate, andtialk, of,' with which. he will-ſup- 
port: bis. 'Spirit ,% Wbatever!, Dangers: \ſeem «20; 
threaten the final Ruiwwand:Relokdon, atithe.. 
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| Church; "which is the Arguinent of the Bo Pſalm 
14, 15. Return, we beſeech thee, O God of bofts : 
hook down from heaven, and behold and wiſit this 
vine, and the vineyard which thy right hand bath 
planted, and|the branch that thon made$t flrong for 
thy ſelf. 

"Thar God had made a Covenant with Abra- 
ham, and choſe his Seed and Poſterity for his 
peculiar People ; that he had” delivered them 
out of Agypt by a mighty hand, and an our 
ſtretched arm ; that he bad given them paſſage 
through the Red Sea, and fed them in the Wil- 
dernels forty Years; that he had fought their 
Battles for them, and given them poſſeſſion of 
the Land of Canaan, as he had promiſed to 
their Fathers ; that he had in all ſucceeding 
Ages protected them by a viſible Providence, 
raiſed up Judges and Saviours to deliver then 
out of the hands of their Enemies, when they 
cried to him; this was a ſure foundation of 
their Faith and Hope, that God would not 
utterly caſt off his Pcople, but though for their 
ſins, he might deliver them into the hands of 
theit Enemies, yet when they repented of. their 
Evil Ways, and returned unto God, God alſo 
would return, and be merciful unto chem. 
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And this is the wileſt courſe we can take, 
whatever Troubles we ſuffer, whatever we fear, 
whatever our Sins have deſerved, whatever our 
Enemies threaten, To remember the works of the 
Lord, and bis wonders of old, to meditate of all 
his works, and to talk of his doings. 

And'this is what I at preſent intend, to make 
ſuch Remarks on the Providence of God to- 
wards the Jewiſh Church, not omicting the ex- 
perience the Chriſtian Church has had of the 
ſame kind, and watchful Providence, as may 
be of preſent uſe to us, both to dire@t us what 
we muſt do, and to pive us a firm Hope and 
Truft in God's Mercy ; for God is always the 
ſame--under all the Diſpenſations of his Grace 
and Provideuce 3" and as the Jewiſh Church 
was a Type of the Chiiſtian, ſo God's Pro- 
vidence towards them, aflures us, what we may 
expect in like Circumſtances, or elſe the Scri- 
-ptures of the Old Teſtament would be of ve- 
ry little uſe to us now, whereas St. Panl tells 
us, - That theſe things happened to them. for en- 
ſamples, and they are written for our admonition 
upon whom the ends of the world are come, 1 Cor. 

10, 11. But what difference there is between 
their State and ours, and how far we are con- 
ecrned in the Examples, I ſhall ——_—_ ob- 
ve 


obſerve under the ſeveral Particulars, as there is 
occaſion for it: 


L. Firſt then I obſerve as St. Pal did , That 
the gifts aud calling of God are without repen- 
tance, 11. Rom. 29. God having made a Co-' 
venant with Abraham, and choſen his Seed for 
his . peculiar People, whatever their Provocati- 
ons were, he would never wholly caſt them 
off; he many times very ſeverely puniſhed them, 
delivered them_ into the hands of their Fne- 
mies; who oppreſſed them, the Aramites, and 
Moabites, and Agyptians, and Aſſyrians, and at 
laſt into the hands of Nebucadnezar, who de- 
ſtroyed their City and Temple, and cartied 
them captive into Babylon, where they conti- 
nyed (ſeventy Years, and then they:returned in- 
to their own Country, and rebuilt their Temple 
and. City, and fo continued till in puniſhment 
of theic great Sin in 'crycifying their Meſſcas, 
and for their obſtinate [nfidelity, they. were fi- 
nally. deſtroyed by the Romans, and diſperſed 
into. all Nations, and have never been a Na- 
tion ſince ; that is, till. Chriſt came, who was 
the promiſed Seed,. in whom all the Nations of 
the World: are bleſſed, as St. Panl proves, 3 
Gal.-16. To Abraham and bis ſeed were the pro- 


miſes 
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miſes made :He ſaith not, Onto ſeeds, as of many ; 
but as of one, And to thy feed, which is Chrift. | 
ſay till Chriſt, who was the promiſed Seed , 
and typified by Iſaac, came, the carnal Poſteri- 
ty of Abrabam, deſcending from Iſaac and Fa- 
cob, were the Typical Iſra:l, and God's peculi- 
ar People, and viſible Church on Earth, and all - 
this while God never wholly caſt them off; bur 
when Chriſt came, then the Promiſe was eſta- 


 bliſhed to the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, thoſe 


who are the Children of Abraham by Faith in . 
Chriſt, as the Apoſtle proves in the ſame place, 
6, 7» S, 9. and 1n ſeveral other places : And 
this is the Anſwer, which the Apoſtle gives to 
that terrible Obje&tion againſt Chriſt's being the 
Meſſias, and God's owning the Chriſtian Church 
for his peculiar and elect People, as formerly he 
did the Jews ; that then God's Promiſe to A- 
braham and his Seed fails : His anſwer is, That 
the Promiſe to Abraham and his Seed, was meant 


aof Chriſt, and his ſpiritual Seed, thoſe who are 


the Children of Abrabam by Faith in Chriſt ; as 
he proves at large in the 9, 10, 11 Chapters to 
the Romans ; though he gives another anſwer 
to this roo, That though the Promiſes do no 
longer belong to Abraham's carnal Seed, yet 
God fo far remembers his Covenant with Abra- 
ham 
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ham and his carnal Seed, that he has not- wholly 
* caſt them off, but will in time engraft them in- 
to his Church again by Faith in Chriſt : For out 
of: Sion fball come the deliverer, and: ſhall turn a- 
way ungodlineſs from Facob, But 1 cannot en- 
large on this now. 


To apply this then to the trmes of the Goſpel : 
We certainly learn from God's Care of the Tew- 
i/b+Church, that God will always preſerve and 
prote@ the Chriſtian Church, that the true Faith 
of Chriſt, and his true and ſincere Worſhippers 
ſhall never wholly fail in the- World, as Chriſt 

romiſes, That the gates of bell ſhall not prevail 
againſt his Church : for God eſtabliſhed an e- 
verlaſting Covenant with Abraham and his Seed, 
that is, with Chriſt, and the Chriſtian Church, 
who are the true ſpiritual Seed of Abraham, to 
whom the Promiſes belopg ; and if God fo pun- 
ually . performed his Promiſe to the carnal 
Seed of Abraham, while they were to be his vi- 
ſible Church until Chriſt came, who. was the 
promiſed Seed, we learn by that Example, how 
he will: prote, defend; and ſupport-the Chri- 


ſftian Church to the end 'of the World:; till- 


Chriſt the. promiſed Seed return again to] tdge 
the. World, to-put/an- end: to alli Things, - and 


to. 
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to receive his Church into the Kingdom of his 


Father. y-A 


'To- this we owe the Continuance and Pre- 
ſervation of the Chriſtian Church to this Day, 
amidſt all the Dangers which have threatned its 
final Ruin; when the Church is toſſed on the 
foaming Billows of this World, like the Ship 
into which Chriſt and his Diſciples centred : 8 
Matth. 53, 24, 25. When there ariſe a great tem- 
peSt in the ſea, inſonmch that the ſhip was covered 
with the waves ;, and Chrifi was aſleep, and hjs 
diſciples came to him, and awoke him, ſaying , 
Lord, ſave ns ; we periſh. And he ſaith uno 
them, Why are ye jo fedrful, O ye of litle faith? 
then he aroſe and rebuked the wind' and the ſea, 
and there was a great calm. This was a Figure and 
Emblem of the condition the Church is very 
often in in this World : for moſt of our Savi- - 
our's Miracles had ſome ſpiritual fignifications in 
them : His curing the Halt, and Blind, and 
Lame; and Deaf, repreſented his Diviner Pow- 
er in curing the Diſeaſes and Diſtempers of our 
Souls, in making the Blind to fee, and the Deaf 
to hear, and the Lame to walk ; and therefore 
when he cured the Man that was born blind, he 
turned his Diſcourſe to ſpiritual Blindneſs , 9 - 
Fobn 39, 40, 4t. When he had fed —_ 

ti- 


' Mulbiade with a few loaver and finall Filkes, 
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be diſcourſes tor them of that Bread that comes 
down fram Heaven, and will. nouriſh them un- 
to Eternal Life, and which he' only could give 
them, 6 John, when he diſcourſed with Aar- 
the about raiſing her Brother Lazarus from the 
Dead,- be preaches to-her his Divine Power to 
raiſe dead Souls as well as dead Bodies, into 
immortal Liſe, «1 Jobs 25, 26. When the 
Diſciples at Chrif's command had caſe their 
Net into the Sea, ( after having toaled all night 
and takeri nothing ] and encompaſled a. great 
muſricude of Fiſhes, he tells them the mean- 
wp of it, that he would make: them Fiſhers of 
Men. Thus here Cheilt's rebuking the Wind 
and Sea, which were ready to ſwallow up the 
os wherein he and his Diſciples were, is a 
Figure of the State: of :the Church in (this 
World, and \of bis Readiwels 60 Protect it: 
How threatning focver the Dangers are, Chrift® 


- is in the Ship, and all the Powers of the World, 


how much ſoever they cage and foam, can ac- 
ver ſwallow up that Ship, wherein-Chaſt-:is, 
unleſs: they can fwaſlow Him up tao: and 
though he may ſecm to be alleep, and to'rake 
na natice of the Sufferings. and COA of /itls 

C Qhavehi, 
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' Church, yer the 1importunate Prayers and Cries 


of his Diſciples will awake him, and then he 
will ariſe to their defence, and huſh the Winds 
and Seas into a Calm. | 
This the Church had frequent experience. of 
under the Pagan Perſecutions, which raged 
with Fire and Sword, and all the witty Arts 
of Cruelty ; when nothing would ſerve but the 
final Extirpation of the Name of Chriſtians : 
But how-often did Chriſt rebuke the, Wind 
and Sea, and reſtore profound Peace and Reſt 
to his Chuch ? What a glorious Triumph did 
he give his Church over the laſt and moſt ter- 
rible Efforts of the Pagan Powers, when he 
raiſed Conſtantine into the Throne, and made 

che Empire Chriſtian ? | 
And this is a very comfortable Conſiderati- 
on to us at this time: The- Proteſtant Churche 
which profeſs the Pure and Uncorrupt Faith nd 
*Worſhip of Chriſt,as to all the eſſentials of Faith 
and Worſhip, have now for many Years groan- 
ed under the Antichriſtian Tyranny and Perſe- 
cutions, and now at laſt, and I hope it may 
be thelaſt,as it is the moſt terrible [nſule of the 
Anti-chriſtian Powers, a Great and Mighty 
Prince bends his whole Force to root out the 
Proteſtant Name, as well as to Ufſurp upon 
the 


_ _':befre te QUEEN. i 
the Liberties of Exrope : What he has done 


in his own [Country, and where-ever his Pow- 
er and Influence 'reached, I need not tell 


J you : From ſome of his Subjeds he has- forced 
| away their Faith ; others to keep their Faith 


have- loſt their Eſtates, their Liberty, their 
Country, their: Lives. 

What danger we were in at Home, we all 
ſaw and felt not long ſince, though ſome | 
Men . would now: perſwade us, it was bur a * 
Dream; but it was a very terrible Dream, if 
it was one, and thanks be to God that we 
are awakened out of it, and may we never 
fall into ſuch frightful Slumbers more ; or ra- 
ther let us neither be Julled afleep, nor dream 
awake, leſt theſe frightful Dreams prove Rea- 
lities at laſt. 

For ſhould that mighty Monarch prevail, 
and like /- an irreſiſtible - Torrent bear all 
before him; as ſome kind Friends to the Li- 
berties of Europe, and the Proteſtant Name 
and Intereſt, wiſh and -pray he may; it re- 
quires not a ' Spirit of Prophely, to foretel 
whar will become of Proteſtants': But our 
Hope and Truſt ts ,.in God, that the true 
Chriſtian Faith ſhall -never be ocns our; and 
od + C 2 [ 
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I am as certainly perſwaded, that the Prove. 
ſtant Faith and Worſhip, as to the Efſentials 
of ic, and as oppoſed/ro Popery, is the "true 
Chriſtian -Faith and Worſhip, as I am of the 
truth and certainty of Chriſtianity itſelf : and 
when I remember by what Jitle beginnings, 

and weak and contemptible. means, G O 

ſpread the true Light of the Goſpel over 
oreat part of the European World, when it 
was covered with the /Zy yptian Darknef, and 
/ oppreſied- by the Unſupportable Tyranny"of 
Popery ; notwithſtanding all the Follies, Di 
viſions and Miſcarriages of Proteſtants, 'I can- 
not fear, that God will cauſe our Sun to ſec 
again, and that the will finally remove his Go- 
ſpel from us ; and that gives great reaſon to 
04 that he will check the Pride and Am- 
bition, and puc a ſtop to the Succeſſes of a 
Prince, who glories in the Extirpation of his 
Proteſtant Subjefs, and at once enſlaves both 
the Bodies and the Souls of Men ; who chal- 

lenges as abſoluce a Dominion over the Faith, 
as over the Eftates of his Vaſſals, to fill} his 
Exchequer and Purgatory together. This L 
am ſure, we ought heartily co beg of God in 
our moſt ſolemn _ and Faſts ; and thoſe 
who 
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who fcruple this, if they underſtand themſelves, 
maſt never fay the Lord's Prayer more,wherem 
our Saviour has taught us to pray, Thy Kingdom 
come, which thoſe who wiſh ſucceſs to Perſecu- 
tiog and Antichriſtian Powers, do nor and can- 


not pray. 


IE. I obferve farther, That as God's Cove- 


nant with Abrabam and his Poſterity, was ſure 
and ſtedfaſt, that no pron could ever 
tempt him-utterly to deſtroy them, ſo he never 
mflited any publick Judgments and Calamities 
on them, but when he was greaely provoked by 
their Sins. This was God's expreſs Covenant 
with them, 26 Lewit. That of they walked in bis 

atutes, and kept bis commandments, then he 
would beſtow all Temporal Bleſſings on them, 
Rain in its ſeaſon, ' and the encreafe of their 
Land, in Corn, and Wine, and Oyl ; Peace-at 
home, and ViQory abroad, and his ſpecial Pre- 
ſence ' and Favour : Þ will. ſet? my' tabernacle a- 
monpit you ; and-my ſonl fall notiabber-you, and 
F will walk among you, and will hs your God, and 
you ſhall be my people. Bur if they would not 
hearken- upto him; - aid would not ido-"all his 


 Comtnandinents; then-he threatens nll fores of 


Evils ſhould befab theni,1fiekneſtof Body,to flie! 
As before 
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before their Enemies, the unfruitfulneſs and bar- 
 renneſs,of their Land, that they ſhall be a prey 
to wild. Beaſts, that the Sword ſhall devour 
them, and they ſhall be enflaved to their Ene- 
mies, and buy their own Bread of them ; that 
they ſhould ſuffer Famine to ſuch extremity, as 
co eat their owns Sons and Daughters, that he 
would lay waſt their Cities, and. make their 
Country deſolate ; and. carry them. away cap- 
tive unto foreign Countries, - as you: may ſee at 
large in that Chapter : This was his Covenant 
with them ; and this he punQually obſerved : 
whenever they did obey him, they were a hap- 


py and proſperous People, their Enemies crouch- - 


ed before them, they injoyed Plenty and. Peace, 
enlarged their Borders, and made their Neigh- 
beurs Subjets and Triburtarics to:them ; and 
tho' God did not always puniſh them accord- 
ivg to their deſetts, yet he never did inflict any 
publick or national Judgments on, rhem, bur 
when they. were grown very: corrupt and wick-. 
ed.in theo. manners 3:35 3 were. caſte to \ſhew 
from the} Hiſtory of-choſe Times. and all the.re- 
markable-Judgtzents God inflicted-on them. + 


:iN6w,hmeſt conteb | when. we 3Þp)y: this to | 


che Gbjifiian. Church, 3he;cale in;yery different) 
fon God Lhas not: 4o/ cxprefly- dovenanited'i with; 
chd- | the 
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the Chriſtian Church for external Peace and Pro-' 


ſperity, as he did with the Jews; they were the 
carnal Seed and Poſterity of Abraham, Heirs of 
an.carthly Canaan and external Proſperity, but 
the ſpiritual Seed of Abrabam are Heirs of ſpiricoal 
and eternal Bleſſings, which were typified by the 
carnal Promiſes made to the Jewiſh Charch : the 
Chriſtian Church was founded in the Sufferings 
of our Lord; the Chriſtian Faith was at firſt pro- 
agated by the courage, patience,and ſufferings of 
the Apoſtles, and the Primitive Martyrs and Con- 
feſſors : The Terms our Saviour propoſes to us 
are, If any man will come after me, let bim den 
himſelf, and take up bis croſs, and follow me : He 
that loveth bis life, ſhall loſe it, but be that loſeth 
bis life for my ſake ſhall fend it : And therefore 
the moſt ſincere Believers, and moſt exemplary 
Chriſtians, may ſuffer very ſeverely in this World, 
and their ſupport and comfort is, that they ſhall 
be proportionably rewarded in the next : this 
was the great ObjeQion the Fews made againſt 
Chriſtiavs being the Sons and peculiar People of 
God, that they were hated - and perſecuted: for 


the Faith of Chriſt, and God ſhffered'them'to be 


ſo; whereas he had promiſed all Temporal Pro- 
ſperity to the obſervance of - his Laws and. Sta- 
rutes ; and if believing in Chriſt had been the 

Will 
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Will and Commandment of God, he. would cer- 
tainly have made: good. all the Promiſes of their 
Law to the Dilciples of Jeſus : An ObjeQion 
which very much troubled many believing Jews 
themſelves, who did not thoroughly underſtand - 
the difference berween the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, between the Law of Moſes, and the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and therefore is particularly 
auſwered by St. Paul, $ Rom. and in the 7 Heb. 
Bue this ſhews, that their Faith and Worſhip 
of Chriſt is not always rewarded with external 
Proſperity, and we muſt not expect it ſhould be, 
and conſequently that very ſevere Sufterings and 
Perſecutiens may befal Chriſtians, not always for 
the correion. and puniſhment of their Sins, but 
tor the trial of their Faith and Patience, to make 
them conformed to their Suffering Head, to pre+ 
pare them for richer and brighter Crowns, to 
convince and convert their Perſecutors, and to 
propagate the Chriſtian Faith in the World. 
Though it is obſerved by fome of the Ancient 
Fathers, and- particularly by St, Cyprige, That 
Cod never ſent a general Perſecution upon the 
Chriſtian Church, but when their Sins, the gene- 
ral declenſion of, Picty and Diſcipline, them 
Worldly Mindedneſs, the formality and coldnefs 
of their Devotions-called for a Scourge. | 
1 | Thus 
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.» [Thus s;Wwaswith the Church, while it ſojour- 
ned, as I - 6 Aur in the world, as in a 
ftrange-land, had no place of its own, no earth- 
ly! Pawerand Authority to ſupport it, bur lived 
unger Pagan Powers, was intermixt with them, 
and oppreſſed by them, when they pleaſed ; bur 
the. cale of a Chriſtian Nation, where the Power 
and. Authority is Chriſtian, ſeems very different, 
and;+t come nearer the ſtate of che: Jewiſh 
Church ; for God' does not uſe to inflict Publick 
Ju ments and Calamities, upon Nations, but 
the Puniſhment of ſome Publick- and Natio- 
nal Sins: And,therefore a Chriſtian Nation, which 
profeſſes the True Faich and Worſhip of Chrilt; 
preſerves the Reverence of Religion, corrects 
and\[upprefles Vice, may expect to be bleſſed 
wih al: external Proſperity ; for righteouſneſs ex- 
Alteth a nation; is. does ſo in its natural tendency 
and effects, and it does ſo by the Bleſling of God; 
0Y therefore when, God brings any Beek 
Judgraents: upon. a Nation profefling the trus 
Faich. of Chit, wee have reaſqn togake notice of 
God's:Apger and Difpleaſure ; to ingitire whit 


' ks araifs amoogus ; 'whart that accurſesd thing. is, 


which hathi provoked: God to. Jealouſie', and 
wade him takei the! Rad: info his barid.: We-have 
4henirexfortrabumbleonr [elves befgre God, ito 
deprexatg his Anger and. Diſpleaſure ; to; rurp 
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But there is one thing worth obſerving, which 
may be matter of Hope and Comfort to us at this 
timie , ' That” God never. delivered ' the Jewiſh 
Church-into the hands of their Enemies-to'op- 
preſs them, never carried them away -into Cap- 
tivity, [excepting the laſt DeſtruQtion 'of Jernſa- 
lem, in- Puniſhment of their Sin in Griucifying 
their Meſſias, but only when they were guilty of 
Idolatry : A Corruption of Manners might bring 
other Judgments upon them ; but it was gene- 
rally, and I think always, for their Idolatry, that 
God made their Enemies rule over them, and 
carried them captive into a Strange land. This 
we have a ſummary account of, Judges 2. how 
that after the Death of Joſhua and-thoſe Elders 
who had ſeen all that God did for them, they for- 
ſook the Lord, and ſerved Baal and Aſhtaroth; -and the 
anger of the Lord was kindled againſt them, and'God 
deliver d them into the hands of ſpoilers, who-{poled them, 
p11, 12, @&c. 'For-'this.Sin of: Idolatry ; the 
Ten Tribes were carried away into a Perpetnal 
Captivity,'-and Judah carried captive to Babylon, 
which they :were threatned with by the -Pro- 
phets, for. their #hoyedems; thav is,- their Idela- 
Tries, 2, 4,5. chapt. of: Hoſea; and: this is the 
account the Prophet: Jeremy: gives of it; like -as-ye 

| have 


5, 
; - 
>” S - 


—_— 
Ys 


hayeforfaken me, and ſerved ſtrange. gods in your land, is 
ſa:ſhall Yyelerve ſtrangers in 4 land which is not yours, 


[ 5 Jer. 19. ; WE 
1 :Now in proportion to God's dealing with the 
4 Jewiſh Church, we have reaſon co hope, That 


though a Church and Nation ' which profeſles 
[ the crue- Faith and Worſhip of Chriſt, may be 
- ſeverely puniſhed for cheir other Sins, yer while. 
they ' preſerve themſelves clean from Spiritual 
Fornication, from all Antichriſtiaa Idolatries, 
God will not Un-Church them, nordeliver them 
finally up into the- Power of Idolatrous Oppreſ- 
fors::| I:am- ſure: we! of this Nation, ever fince 
the Reformation of Religion among us, though 
God has made us:\mart ſeverely for our other 
Sins,” have yet always found a watchful Provi- 
dence: defending us from all Attempts, -chough 
contrived with Art and Skill, and | backed with 
Power;to'reduce us again under the\Roman Yoke. 
May the ſame Good Providence ſtill watch over 
us;\ and 'defead 11s, andineicher ſuffer our; Popiſh ,» 
| Enemies to.zejaice over.us; nor. deluded!Prote» 
ſtants to make dangerous andfatal Experiments. 
| - » 3dly. When God :did think fir:to: corre&t: his: 
People, he always kept the Rod in his own hand, 
and : preſcribed) the: Mealtjres and:Continuance 
of their Suffetings: 'This is ſaiplainy fromall-rhe 
Promiles and Thiemings of the. Law;'and FR 
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the Examples of God's Providence: towards i/- 


rael, that there i8no need to multiply particular. 


Inſtances : There was no Good nor Evil befel 
Ifrael, but by a parcicular Providence;; God in- 
flifted Judgments on them when he ſaw fit, and 
he removed them again; He gave Commiſſion 
to Plague, and Sword, and Famine, which they 
could not exceed. In the 26, Levit. we may. ob- 
ſerve, That God proportion'd his Judgments 10- 


- their.Sins. When their Sins were grown ſo-Pub-. 


lick and National, as to deſerve ſome Publick 


Judgments, yet at firſt God threatens them with: - 


tome more light and gentle Puniſhments.; . buriF 
they continued incorrigible, he tellsthem behad 
more teriible Judgments in reſerve for them; 
which proves, That God determines the Kinds, 
Degrees, .and Continuance of his' Ju 
When David for his finin Numbring the People, 
bad that hard Choice given him,” of ſeven years 
famine, or to flee three months before bis enemues,, or 
three days peſtitence ; he anſwers, Let--re full now into 
the baridg of :the Lord, ( for bis mercies are-yreat) and 
let me not fall nts the hand of man, | 2 Sam. 24.14; 
Fhat is, he choſe Peſtilence before:the Sword; 
for Peftilence is God's immediate hand; and tho 
the Sword. be God's Judgmenttoo,.yet iris put 
nto'the hands 'of men, who gratifte their own 
MEA REL 
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God leaves more-wo man .in this* chan inany. 
ather Judgments, he does not put the Sword 
wholly out of hisown hands, when he puts it in- 
rothe _ of. men; _— oY Laws to it; as. 
ars from the example of the King of 4fſyris, 
x ie God fent againſt | Jeruſalem 5 To - the 
ſpoil, and to take the prey,” and to tread them down like- 
the niire in the ftireet.Howbeit he meaneth not ſo,neither 
dotkKhis heart think fo,” but 'it 'is m bi heart to. deſtroy, 
and cut off nations, not a few: Wherefore it ſhall come 
to paſs, that when tht Lord hath performed bis whole 
work- wpon mount Zion,' ( what he himſelf, not 
what the King of Afſria intended to do)),..I will 
puniſh th fruir of the flour beat of the king of 4 
ris, and the glory of 'his high looks, 10'lfa. 5,8, 
Foil B, 1 
NowGod has'the fame tender care ofa Chriz 
ftianNation ,' that be had of /ael ; He mingles 
our Cupforus, he preſcribes what-weſhall lufs 
fer, and howlong: and he corrects as a Father; 
notiro'deſtroy!; bur to reform ; and this is a 
mighty eamfort, 'thac whatever-men threaten, 
we are-if'the hands of God; who has the Winds: 
and Seas at his command; who giveth Salvation to 
Kings, who delipereth David: bis Servant from the- 
burtful Sword, Pſal.. 144- 10. The moſt powers 
ful Oppreſfors are but the Rod of God's: Anger ; | 
the more fierce and ſavage —_—_ 
| loys 
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ploys \to:cortedt: us;, we may:conclude.,; the) 
more angry God is; but, whatever the, Rod:is, 
itis God that ſtrikes, : who knows when to ſtrike, 
and when to-{pare: Weneyerrhave any teaſon; 
to be afraid of -men, -whatever/\their: Power: 
how great ſoever their Rage and Vengeance be ; 
but ought to pray to God, as:rhe Prophet does, 
0:Lord, 'corre&-me,: but with judgmeit «uot. in:thine: 
anger, leſt thou bring me..to.yotbingg "Jer. 1.0424» 
0 Lord rebuke me . not m-thine anger, neither. chaſten.. 
me in thy ſore diſpleaſure ; have: mercy upon me, 0: 
Lord, for Tam weak, 0 Lord heal me,» fox. my bones: 
are vexed; Plal 6: 1,2. :.oras.ifs in Pal, 56. 1, 
2, 3. Bemerciful to me, O:\God,, for man. would ſwal- 
low me: up, be fighting daily oppreſſeth me 3.myue ence; 
mies Would daily ſwallow me up , for they be many. that- 
riſe up againſt me, 'O thoymoſt- Highs. |. What: time 1 
am afraid,” T will truſt vi Thee; + God + will-prait: 
his word; in God Ihave put my traſt,-I will-not" fear. 
what fleſh can do untome. | (1 1 nol on bog ho) 

4thly,, When God does think fit ro'.correftbig 
People, : yet: he -always removes:his: Judgments 
upon their fincere Repetitance :- This was God's 
expreſs Covenant with'{frael,-26. Levit, 40; 41, 
42. If they -ſball confeſs their iniquity, 1,and tbe iniqut- 
ty 'of their Fathers, with the treſpaſs which:they: treſ- 
paſſed againſt me ; and'alſo that they have\walked\coij: 
trary to-me, and that 1 alſo have: walked _—_ ta 

| | them, 


© 


Ag before'\the QUEEN. 1 
| them ,: aud' bavt brought theme, mto» the T and (of: their 
is, Enemies 3 if. then their uncircumciſed hearts be humbled, 

and they then-acrept: of the puniſhment of their iniquities, 

ther will Eremember my Covenant with Jacob, and alfo 
e. | 9: Govenant-with: Haac,! aud alſo: my Covenangy with 
4a Abrahamwill T remember, and) 1 will remember 'the 
"4 '»; Thus inthe time of the Judges, when God 
"8 for their ſins delivered them into. the hands of 
their, Enemies, when chey.cried to God, heraiſed 
0. | vp Saviours tor them : Nay, ' many times, when 
their repentance: was not very. fincere,. nor laſt- 
ing ;-:yet in-great goodneſs and-compaſſion he 
1, | ſpared them: When he flew them, then: they ſought 


him, and returned, and inquired early after God ; and . 
gt- they remembred that God was their Rock, and the high C 
7 | God:their, Redeemer ; nevertheleſs. they did-flatter bm \ 


+ with, theiy mouth, and: they lied unto him with | their 
tongue, for their bears'was mot right with him, neither 
ware they ftedfaſt:im his Covenant ;;.; but be being full of 
th camps 10n-fargave their miquities,, and deſtroyed them 
ts her yea munyud temerturned:be his amger amay, and did 
A not Bir: up/ull: hiswratb 3, for be remembred\that they 
.vere but fleſh) a wind. that paſſeth away, and.cometh 
uot again, 78:Plalm 34, ec. 
{| --Sothat. bowangry.ſoever God bez. we have a 
cttaio -way: of-appeaſing his anger. - Nothing 
but {in can provoke a merciful God, and a com- 
ot paſlionare. 
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paſſionate. Father co puniſh; He has a, greae 
renderneſs for all bis Creacutes 3 He dah nop'sf- 
flift willingly, -nor grieve the children-of "men; 211d 
therefore he 1s.more eaſily appealed, \than he 
-proyoked ; Judgment is hisſftrange work, burhe 
delights:in Ads. of Mercy ,'-and ſeems: pleafed 
with an honourable occaſion to ſhew mercy, 
without expoſing his Laws and Government to 
contempt: | And therefore Repentante'and Re: 
formation will always appeaſe him; nay ſome- 
times we ſee, that the very ſhews and appeararice 
of a publick and ſolemn Repencance, though it 
be nor fo ſincere: and hearty as ir: ought; ta be, 
makes him ſtay his hand, and expe&t-ogr returg, 
And this ts agreat encouragemenr, and a power- 


ful obligation on us to return ro God when he 
ſtrikes, to. humble our ſelves under his' mighty 
hand , for there is no other way to rewiove' his 
Judgments, * and this will-do ir, © 0 

Ic isa vain thing.totruſtin Armies and Navies, 
in the Courage and _—_ of Princes and Ge- 


nerals, when our Sins hghr againſtug, when God 
refuſes 10 goforth-with our Armies: for 1s King 
i ſaved by the multitude of an hoſt 5 'a borſe is a vain. 
thing for ſafety, neither ſhall þe deliver any'by bis great 
ffrmqth 3 /but- the eyes of the| Lord are '«pon them that 
fear him, upon them that hope is bis morcies, 3 3'P1al: 
r6,17, 8. | yT; 74.2 nit ind 
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| -Nayzthe juſtice and righ ceouſneſs of our Cauſe 
will not always ſecure _ us of Succeſs ; for. thoſe 


-who havo a very juſt Cauſe,. may deſerve to. be 


puniſhed; and thea God may juſtly puniſh them, 
and deliverthem into the hands of cheir Enemies : 
.God' does not always determine what is Right 
and Wrong by the events of War; for he is the 
Sovereign Judge of the World, and may. puniſh 
'a wicked Nation by unjuſt Opprefſors, as he of- 
.ten did the 1ſraehbtes. . 
The Profeflionof the true Religion will not 
always fecure us, when our Sins cry for .Ven- 
-geance : When the Jews cried, The temple, of. the 


Lord, the temple of the Lord ; the Prophet told them, 


They truſted in lying words ; for will ye ſteal, and mux- 
der, -and commut adultery, and ſwear falſly, and burn 
incenſe to Baal, and come and ' ſtand before me in this 
-houſe, which-is called by my, name, - and ſay, We are deli- 
Vered to do all theſe ahominations ? 7. Jer. 4, -----10. 
To glory ia the profeffion of the true Faith; or 
in 2 vigorous oppolition to the Errors and Cor- 
xuptions of. Religion, when. we .are Atheiſts or 


TIrifidels in. our. Lives,, may make God puniſh ys, 


butis no reaſon. on ogr part, why he ſhould ſave 

gs:; | bur. rue and. fincere Repentance. will ſave 

1s; We profels the fincere Faich .of Chrilt, we 

fght;in «juſt Cauſe, jf;ic be lawful to. defend 

out ſelyes againſt the powerful Oppreſlor of che 
wie . | 


Pro- 
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2nd the! Liberties of Europe-; and we have no 
Tteafon to fear any thing but our/fins : Let'us:bur 
reform our Lives, and pur away'the evilof our 
doings, and our Arms will be as*Proſperous, as 
aur Cauſe is Juſt : God will then gird ur Princes 


and ſoldiers with ſtrength to the battel ; will teach their 
bands. t& war, and their fingers to fight. 


5thly. :Faith and Prayer are more powerful 
than Arms; as it muſt neceſſariby-be, if God'on- 
ly gives Victory-and Succels, 'Fhis we learn 
from the whoje Hiſtory of the Jews; the Apos 
Rleto the Hebrews gives us a particular acconmnt 


of the Power of Faith, ' + + Heb. 32,33, 344 Of 
"Gideon,aud'Barach, and Sampſon; and Jeptha, and Da- 


vid, who through faith ſubdued kingdoms , "wrought 


righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, ſtopped the mouths -of 


tons, quenched the violence of fire, 'rſcaped the edge of 
the ſword, out of weakneſs were made fro ng, bax#d. 


valiant in fight, turned to flight the -armies of | the ali» 


ens. Moſes his Prayer was more powerful chan 


as Arms; for when Mofes' b#td ap his-bands, 
Tai prevailed; when be let down' bis havids, Amalek 
prevailed, 't7 Exod. 1. Hegekabs Prayer over- 
threw the Aſſyrian Acinly, when pn came 
pains fern, and reproached thern'with their 
Truſt in God: 'Wemuſtnot indeed expe&tſuch. 


miraculous Victaties as God gave to" Irael; bur 
; | | Is 
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this makes | fig! difference ; for [the Power of 
Faith and Prayer isthe ſame ſtill ;: and all, Vide- 
ry-is God's ftith whe-gives Succeſs.25: yell >by 
yHible Means, and;;feeming; Aeeidens$) ag: by 
themmoht vifbleintrpolal of 2 miratulous Pove- 
& : For God gave Iſrael miraculous Deliveran- 
ces; not becauſe-he cond not fave them \withy 
outa Mixacls,: bur becauſe be would make it vi- 
fible to. all-the world,: That he was: heir Savi- 
our, .' Bue fill God hears our Prayexs, and ant 
ſwerfthem ; he is (till che Saviour and!Deliverer 
ot. all thdle-who truſt im! im,” and hope in, bis 
Mercy: pd; therefgrethe only ſyre-way:te can- 

r| our -Eneaiies,is 56 prevail withGod by'out 
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fervens-arid. 4aportynare Prayers for a Blefli 
'ypon.our Arnisz to pray-1n Faith, in Hope, wi 
AnentireHependance.an God, and a perfect! Re 
Aignation to-his Will : Thus'Gidron, and Bareks 
.dnd David; and. the. Worthies off old, fabdued 
'Kingdoms; waxed valiant in fight, and turned p 
fighttbe Armitsef Aljens ; and we. is no other 
way that. | know. of, till : If God be: 


il che only 
Giver of ViRtory, Faith and Prayer is ſtill the 9n- 
' wiy to obtainViRtory from God;and therefore 
it; were coldand remiſs in ousPrayers; -if wg 


-gonbeptay 4s a$1all, driexpect riothing, from: ar 
: Prayers;let us not change any ill fucects to ll can- 
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duct or eowardize, but t6 our Infidelity and Ir- 
religion; and indeed this is the only melanchol- 


ly/Confidetation in our preſent Circumſtances ; 


if 'the Courage and Condu&t of a Prince, if the 
Bravery and Reſolution of Soldiers; if a Nu- 
merous "Army and .Navy, if an Arm! of Fleſh 
could pie Vietory, we have reaſon to hope 
well ; bat if God go not forth with our Armies, 
all out'other Preparations are vain; and how 
can we expect that, wheri we will nor ask it, or 
only mock God with ſome formal and cuſtoma- 


xy addrefſes, without being concerned: whether 


he” hears” or no;- or -without - expeRing, or'at 
leaſt withour truſting and depending on his help'? 
6thly. Bur to encourage thoſe good tmen, how 
few ſoever there are among us, who have a'great 
ſenſe of che Divine Providence, and a firm Truft 
and Faith in" God, to ' be very importunare in 
their prayers for this Church and Nation, l ob- 
ſerve = er, That God many times has ſpared 
a wicked people at the earneſt intercefſions of 
ſome few good men. Thus at the interceſſion 
of Abraham, God promiled to have ſpared Sodom, 
had there been ten righteous perſons found in that 
-__ City : God ſpared Trae!, when ' they had 
provok'd him by their [dolatries,that he threat- 
ned to deſtroy them, only at the importunity of 
Moſes, 
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Moſes, as.the Plalmiſt obleryes ; ' therefore be ſaid, 
be would deſtroy them, had not Moſes his choſen flood be- 
fore bimin the breach, to turn away bis wrath, leſt be 
ſhovld deſtroy; them, 1.06 Rlalm/2... the Story of 
which we have, 38. Exod«,7,8.. at another time, 
when they, had. provoked God. by their Idolarries 
and Whoredoms with, the Daughters of | Moab, 
and the Plague,broke in. among. thetm., 1 then 
fog up. Phinegs and yxecuaed jndgmn, and.the plague 
was ftgyed,2.5 Namb, And'therefore when'God de 
clared; his reſolution to puniſh them, , he forbad 
his Prophet iſo much-a5to pray, for chem. « Jer. 
16, .Agd.in 14: Fagh«c1 4+ profeſies, That he 
would nor accept of any lntercefſions for them: 
Tho theſe three men, Noob, Daniel, aud [ar Jrere%in 
it, yet they ſpall. deliver but their. 09m ſouls by- their 
Taghteonjnſorſoith 1 Lord :. Which ſuppoſes; ;thac 
at another time,,t Incerceſſions. of . theſe. good 
men would have prevailed ; and, thar it is very 
extraordinary for God to deny it. 
_ And if cheimporunate Prayers of a few good 
n men-may- obtain \Yitory and _ and fave. 
n, | a Church and Nation; 4g every good. man at 
Y: this time cry mightily to God, eſpecially as the 
d | Prophet I/aab _ Te that make mention of the + 
b- Lord, keep nat filence, -and . give him no veſt , till. he \ 
f | make kr Joſe a praiſe.in the earth, 62. I/a. 6, 7. 
 »thly. To 
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